Neural arch tuberculosis: a morbid disease. Radiographic and computed tomographic findings.
We have reviewed the clinical features, together with the radiographs and computerised tomography, in 9 patients with tuberculosis of the vertebral body and neural arch. All presented with paraparesis or paraplegia. The morbidity associated with this disease is so serious that it is essential to have an accurate means of evaluating the lesion as early as possible. Routine radiographs can only indicate the level of the disease and the loss of disc space, but cannot define the full extent of the lesion. Computed tomography shows details of the tuberculous involvement of the neural arch, as well as the vertebral body and spinal canal; the site and extent of the soft tissue lesions can also be seen. This is essential for evaluation of the neural arch involvement which will enable the clinician to select the appropriate treatment, and so prevent neurological complications.